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ABIDE 
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Joshua 5:13-6:5.  

• Read through the Teaching Plan, review the questions, read the Commentary, and 
familiarize yourself with the Learner Guide. Record your insights for personal 
reflection and application and use to interact with your group during the 
discussions. 

• Read Joshua 1:1-6:27. How did Joshua and the Israelites demonstrate the attitudes 
and actions below? Why are they essential for victorious living? How do they make 
you more like Jesus? How can you cultivate them in your life? 

Courage Faith Holiness Humility 
Love Obedience Patience Worship 

LEAD 
• Highlight the correlation between obedience and victory through Jesus. 

• Challenge your group to be honest about the reasons they are reluctant to share 
the gift of victory they received through Jesus. Pray as a group for each person to 
overcome these obstacles and boldly spread the good news of Jesus’ victory over 
sin and death. 

SHEPHERD 
• Connect with your spiritual mentor or another believer for a discipleship 

opportunity. Review a lesson, ask and answer questions, and pray for one another. 

• Pray for your group to remember the ways they have victory through Christ and to 
be moved to share the gift of victory with someone who does not have it. 



 

 Page 2 of 6 

The Gift of Victory 
JOSHUA 5:13-6:5 
11/15/2020 

MAIN POINT 
Just as Jesus gave victory to us through His intervention of grace in our lives, we share 
the gift of victory through Jesus with others. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the 
small group guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

What was a time or event that you eagerly awaited? What did the 
anticipation feel like? 

How did you approach God as you waited? Was prayer easy or hard during 
that time? Why? 

Looking back, how can you see God working in that time? 

Anticipation is a part of life. We get fired up waiting for big moments— for 
graduations, weddings, or jobs. The nation of Israel had to wait 40 years to enter the 
Promised Land after leaving Egypt. But in their anticipation, they never imagined the 
obstacle before them or how God would see them through it. When we approach 
obstacles with faith and obedience, those obstacles become victories in the hands of a 
powerful and faithful God. 

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic. 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOSHUA 5:13-15. 

Joshua was by Jericho because the conquest of Jericho would soon occur, a battle that 
must have felt daunting and nearly impossible to Joshua. Joshua may have ventured 
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near Jericho to scout the situation and to inspect the fortifications. When Joshua lifted 
up his eyes, he saw a man. This man was standing in front of Joshua with his sword 
drawn in his hand. Joshua was in enemy territory preparing for an invasion. The drawn 
sword signaled potential danger. Subsequent events revealed to Joshua that this was 
no ordinary man. 

Read Joshua 1:7-9 and 3:7 for some context. What promise had God made 
to Joshua, and how did He start to fulfill it? 

The commander of the LORD’s army was a reminder to Joshua that God was 
with him, just as He had promised. Look over Joshua 1–5 and look ahead to 
Joshua 6. What do you know about Joshua’s story? Why would this reminder 
have been important for Joshua at this time in his life? 

When Joshua asked whose side this man was on (v. 14), the commander of 
the LORD’s army said “Neither,” meaning it was for God’s cause alone that 
he came. What does this remind us about our relationship with God and our 
purpose in this life? 

Many have identified this captain of the host of the LORD with the angel of the Lord, 
who in some contexts cannot be distinguished from the Lord Himself. If such is the 
case in this situation, the Lord was appearing to Joshua during a critical time in his life 
to assure him that He would be with him, just as He had promised (Josh. 1:5; 3:7). The 
statement, “I have now come as commander of the LORD’s army,” let Joshua know 
that God was in control, and Joshua should make sure he was on God’s side, rather 
than the other way around. 

When the commander of the LORD’s army revealed himself, Joshua fell on 
his face to the earth, and bowed down in worship (v. 14). Read Genesis 18:1-
2; Exodus 3:1-6; and Numbers 22:31. What is worship, and why should it be 
our response to being in the presence of God? 

What does Joshua teach us in his response to the commander in verse 14? 

The commander of the LORD’s army told Joshua to take off his sandals, 
because he was standing on holy ground. How have you been reminded of 
God’s holiness lately? 

What implications does God’s holiness have for us as His people? 

The divine, or at least superior, rank of the captain of the LORD’s host may be further 
supported by the fact that he commanded Joshua: “Remove your sandals from your 
feet.” This command reminds us of Moses’ encounter with the Lord at the burning 
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bush (see Ex. 3:5). The reason for the removal of the sandals was the same with Joshua 
as with Moses—the place where you are standing is holy. Every place we encounter 
God is a holy place. Joshua’s encounter with the Lord or His messenger must have 
encouraged him. As he prepared for the battle, he knew he would not be alone. 
Joshua received assurance that the Lord would give Israel victory over Jericho. 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOSHUA 6:1-5. 

What does it mean that the inhabitants of Jericho were “tightly shut up”? 
What challenges, if any, did this situation create for the Israelites? For the 
Lord? 

When the Lord spoke to Joshua, He told Joshua that the city was 
“delivered.” Why did God use the past tense when the Israelites had not yet 
conquered the city? 

Jericho was well fortified with outer walls that were six feet thick and inner walls that 
were fifty feet high. It was an imposing structure. The city’s inhabitants saw the 
Israelites coming and hunkered down for a fight. This situation made the task of taking 
the city that much harder for the Israelites, yet not for their God. The statement in 6:1 
shows a great potential obstacle that is effortlessly overcome by the all-powerful God. 

Do you think it was easy for Joshua and the Israelites to follow these 
instructions (see verses 1-5) given what they were facing? Why or why not? 

God’s instructions to Joshua about the taking of Jericho contain no reference to 
military strategy but rather indicate that it is essentially to be a ritual ceremony. God 
was giving the city to Joshua and the Israelites; He did not require their plans and 
strategy. The use of the past tense “delivered” shows that while the event had not yet 
happened, the outcome was decided by the Lord. Prayer can reflect this type of 
confidence in God. 

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives. 

Throughout Scripture God assures us of His presence and power at work in 
our lives. In what situation do you need to be reminded of God’s presence 
this week? 
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What steps can you take to be more aware of all the ways you have victory 
through Christ? How can we as a group help remind each other of this truth? 

We each know someone struggling with a difficult situation. Who do you 
know that needs to hear that Jesus claimed eternal victory over sin? Pray 
about the person and ask God to give you the opportunity to share the gift 
of victory with them this week. 

PRAYER 
Close your group time in prayer. Thank God for sending Jesus to die for our sins so 
that we can experience salvation. Praise Him for sending Jesus to win an eternal victory 
over sin and death. Ask Him to transform us into obedient people who share the gift of 
victory with those who are far from Him. 

COMMENTARY 
JOSHUA 5:13-6:5 

5:13. By subject matter and syntax, a new episode begins here. The stage is set with 
Joshua near Jericho. He was surprised by seeing a man standing before him “with a 
drawn sword in his hand.” This was a threatening sight, and Joshua’s question about 
the man’s loyalties should not surprise us. The exact language here—“with a drawn 
sword in his hand”—is found again only twice in the Old Testament, referring to the 
angel of the Lord: (1) in Num 22:23, 31, where the angel of the Lord stood before 
Balaam, barring his way, and (2) in 1 Chr 21:16, where the angel of the Lord stood 
before David, threatening Israel because of David’s sin. Joshua apparently did not 
initially recognize the man as a divine messenger. A literal translation of his acts of 
perception is “and he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, a man was standing 
opposite him.” The word “behold” here indicates a change in perspective, from the 
narrator’s all-knowing perspective to Joshua’s more limited perspective, and it captures 
some of his surprise at seeing this threatening sight. We might paraphrase here by 
saying, “He looked, and what do you know! A man was standing opposite him.” 
Joshua’s question of this man reflects a natural human concern with the immediate: he 
was concerned with the battles ahead and whether or not he could count on this man. 

5:14. Scholars disagree about whether this figure was an angel of the LORD or God 
Himself. Either way, Joshua recognized this man’s authority, and he prostrated himself 
on the ground and “worshiped” him. In either case, however, Joshua clearly knew that 
he was in the presence of an extraordinary superior being because he did bow down, 
and he did not pursue his question about the man’s loyalties any further. Rather, he 
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humbly asked, “What message does my [lord] have for his servant?” In this response, 
Joshua displayed three attitudes: (1) a humble, expectant, obedient attitude, indicated 
by the question itself; (2) a recognition of the man’s superior (and God-sent) position, 
indicated by the term “my lord”; and (3) a recognition of his own inferior position and a 
readiness to serve, indicated by his use of the term “his servant” to refer to himself. 

5:15. Even though the man refused to answer Joshua’s question, it is clear that he 
would be “for” Israel, not “against” it. Why, then, did he not speak more forthrightly 
with Joshua and tell him that he was indeed for Israel? It appears to have been to teach 
Joshua a lesson about priorities. God had already promised Joshua that he would be 
with him just as he was with Moses (1:5), so Joshua needed not worry. The lessons 
Joshua needed here were to be able to recognize when he was in God’s presence and 
when to trust in him. The man’s instructions to Joshua about removing his sandals 
because he was standing on holy ground obviously recalled God’s words to Moses at 
the burning bush (Exod 3:5). In yet another way, Joshua was now being affirmed as 
Moses’ successor and God’s presence was being promised to him. 

6:1. This verse sets the stage for the episode at Jericho and is grammatically not part of 
the narrative story line. The problem was Jericho was “tightly shut up.”  

6:2-5. God’s instructions to Joshua about the taking of Jericho contain no reference to 
military strategy but rather indicate that it is essentially to be a ritual ceremony. God’s 
words consist of an encouraging assurance to Joshua, instructions for Israel’s part in the 
episode, and a statement about the amazing results. The ritual nature of the episode is 
suggested by the absence of any military strategy, by the blowing of the trumpets, by 
the prominence of the priests and the ark of the covenant, and by the solemn 
processionals. 

The outcome of the entire affair is announced to Joshua at the outset: God had already 
given Jericho, its king, and its warriors into Joshua’s hands. Thus, the extensive 
marching, blowing of trumpets, and shouting that the Israelites were to engage in is 
shown to be essentially ceremonial because God was giving the victory. This is 
reinforced by the comment at the end of v. 5, where God stated clearly that the wall 
would collapse through no effort on the people’s part beyond the ceremonial actions 
just mentioned. Seven priests blowing seven trumpets were to march in front of the ark 
around Jericho for seven days, once each day and seven times on the seventh day. 


